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From:  Jessica Kench  
Washougal, WA Resident  

To:  U.S. Army Corp of Engineers 
      WA State Department of Ecology  
RE:  Millennium Bulk Terminal EIS 
Date:  October 29, 2016 
  

To all Concerned Parties, 
 
I submit the following statement on behalf of myself, my family, and the 
citizens of Clark County Washington: 
 
My husband and I purchased our first house together about four years ago. 
We decided that we would gather what little money we had together, and 
pull a few strings to move into a 1,200 square foot 1950s farm house at the 
end of Evergreen Highway in Washougal, WA. It was just the right fit for 
our family. Our quiet homestead on the fringe of the Gorge Scenic Area was 
going to be a place where our two girls could grow up knowing what it 
feels like to breathe fresh air, grow some carrots, and hatch a baby chicken. 
 
I can picture the view from my front yard. The hills that signify the entrance 
to the Columbia Gorge sit to the Northeast. They feed a little stream that 
runs through my back yard, a stream the ducks like to play in every 
morning. To the West of us, past our neighbor’s field, is the local middle 
school and community baseball field. If I stare right off our front porch, less 
than a thousand feet away from my front door, and every other property 
along Evergreen Hwy, sits the Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) rail line.  
 
Given our proximity to the rail line, you can imagine my distress when I 
heard that Companies like Ambre Energy were proposing increases to coal 
exports through the Columbia Gorge. That would mean a significant 
intensification of coal cars passing less than 1,000 feet from my door every 
day and easily 3 times more total rail traffic as currently passes through the 
city of Washougal. Additional rail traffic in the area would also lead to 
congested intersections on local roadways, and more cars driving 55 mph 
past my house to the bridge which bypasses the railroad to reach Hwy 14. 
I am not alone in my concerns. The Citizens of Clark County and cities all 
along the Columbia Gorge oppose an increase in the amount of coal 
transported through their backyards and protected wilderness areas. 
Without addressing the issues of multi-state transport and end use 
emissions output in the final U.S. Army Corps of Engineers EIS for this 
project, it is hard to anticipate the full scope and term of environmental 
effects upon our communities.   
 
Mayors of the cities of Washougal, Mosier and Longview, as well as nearly 
90 other elected officials in the area, have been aware of this issue for some 
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time and have come together to petition the US Army Corps of Engineers. 
These formal documents address the call for an area wide analysis of 
potential impacts of coal exports. As the Mayor of Washougal Sean Guard 
stated in his addendum letter to the Washougal City Council Resolution 
regarding coal transport, dated March19, 2013, “Washougal is a community 
literally split by the rail lines” and we are “interested to know what if any 
health impacts we might experience from the transportation of coal itself”.  
 
Let me make it evident o you, the scope of local government, environmental 
agency, and private citizen involvement in the issue at hand. Let me also 
review the potential risks of permitting such a significant in coal exports 
through the region. Firstly, I will discuss the realities of coal transport at this 
scale.  
 
Ambre Energy’s proposal would allow for the transport of approximately 
100 million additional tons of coal in open rail cars through the Columbia 
Gorge and Clark County annually. Rail transport would significantly 
increase public health and safety risks. 
On their site Coaltrainfacts.org, the Washington non-profit organization 
Coal Train Facts publishes the 15 or so coal train derailments that occurred 
nation wide in the first 5 months of 2013 alone. Even if coal cars arrive 
safely to their destination, BNSF has readily admitted that each open coal 
car loses between 500 and 2,000 pounds of “fugitive” coal dust in transport 
from the Powder River Basin in Wyoming/Montana to ports in Western 
Washington. The Friends of The Columbia Gorge calculate that; “at 120 cars 
per train, each train loses about 10,200 pounds of coal as it travels 85 miles 
through the Gorge”. If those numbers seem large it is because they are. 
 
Several studies have been conducted, or are underway, regarding the 
environmental impacts of coal export. These studies raise many concerns 
both locally and globally. Local environmental concerns include but are not 
limited to; waterway pollution via coal dust and runoff, and potential 
damage to sensitive fisheries. The EPA (www.epa.gov) states that water 
runoff from stored piles of coal can cause heavy metals such as arsenic and 
lead to wash into nearby waterways. Additionally, increased diesel fuel 
emissions and coal particle contamination can cause serious health risks. 
The American Cancer Society (www.cancer.org) states that diesel fume 
inhalation can cause cancer, heart disease, eye irritation, asthma, and lung 
disease. The CDC (www.cdc.gov) has also stated that repeated exposure to 
coal dust and diesel exhaust can cause bronchitis, emphysema and other 
respiratory ailments. Not only do coal trains introduce physical 
contaminants to the community but they present other problems to local 
traffic, safety, and quality of life. 
 
Several of the city council resolutions signed in 2012 and 2013 by cities like 
Stevenson (Resolution #8-2012, dated 22nd May, 2012), Washougal 
(Resolution #1048 dated 19th March, 2012),  North Bonneville(Resolution 

http://www.cdc.gov/
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#453dated January 8, 2013) etc. regarding coal rail transport, have 
expressed apprehension over the possible delays to emergency services and 
automobile traffic that these export proposals would create. Beyond the rail 
lines proper, cars idling at intersections would cause even more air pollution 
and disrupt the flow of local business.  
 
Yet another problem of expanded rail use not addressed in the formal EIS 
would be the noise pollution created by increased rail traffic outside of the 
port at Longview, WA. I am continually assaulted by the chugging of 
locomotive engines and clanging freight cars when at home. I am not eager 
to welcome additional train that will interrupt my sleep at night, and drown 
out my conversations with my family.  
    
Coal train traffic in Clark County might be a local issue, but there are global 
implications to the export of an additional 100 million tons of coal per year 
to markets in China. The U.S. has made serious efforts over the last two 
decades to develop alternative energy sources and reduce CO2 emissions, 
initiating legislation such as the Obama Recovery Act of 2009 which calls 
for investments in clean energy and a reduction of toxic air pollutants from 
power plants. End use buyers in China will be burning this coal in power 
plants, as stated by the U.S. Energy Information Administration @ eia.gov, 
and releasing greenhouse gases that affect the health of all peoples and 
nations. As the EPA states on its web page www.epa.gov/cleanenergy-and-
you-/affect.coal/html dated April 30, 2013, coal burning also creates acid 
rain and mercury pollution which reaches US shores through global 
weather patterns. China is a growing nation and per the World Coal 
Association the number 1 importer of coal worldwide. Condoning the 
expanded export of our resources for dirty fuel overseas is negating the 
reduction of our carbon footprint at home.   
    
Many concerned citizens groups and environmental organizations have 
rallied to distribute information regarding the current Millennium Bulk 
Terminal Expansion proposal. The Sierra Club and EPA have conducted 
water and air quality studies regarding the effects of coal dust and diesel 
emissions. The Columbia River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission is organizing for 
the protection of native fish and wildlife species (@ www.critfic.org 
/advocacy/Columbia-gorge-coal-transport), and Friends of the Columbia 
Gorge, (www.gorgefriends.org) is connecting citizens groups and 
organizations throughout the gorge area. These agencies stand united in 
their assertion that this proposal will reap untold environmental 
consequences along the BNSF transport routes to the Millennium Terminal. 
 
Local and state government officials have heard the testimony and pleas of 
Clark County Citizens and they are responding. Governors of Oregon and 
Washington, along with the mayors of several Columbia Gorge cities and 
towns have written formal requests to the US Army Corps of Engineers and 
The National Environmental Protection Agency (NEPA) requesting 

http://www.epa.gov/cleanenergy-and-you-/affect.coal/html%20dated%20April%2030
http://www.epa.gov/cleanenergy-and-you-/affect.coal/html%20dated%20April%2030
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environmental impact studies that include the effects the Millennium Bulk 
Terminal expansion will have on their citizens and their county resources. 
City councils including Camas, Washougal, Hood River, Stevenson and 
many more have signed letters and resolutions to the same effect, detailing 
their concerns for the safety and well being of their citizens.  
 
Coal transport will contribute substantial traffic, noise, and environmental 
pollution to our local area, lower residential property values, and create 
health and safety risks as well as inconvenience. The residents of Clark 
County do not want increased rail traffic for the purpose of exporting and 
exploiting our country’s resources overseas. 
 
I and the other citizens of this county deserve to know the full scope of the 
long term health effects that increased coal traffic would bring to our front 
doors. We are the ones who will have to pay the cost for Ambre Energy’s 
financial gain, and we demand to know what we will be volunteered to 
sacrifice if this proposal is approved.   
 


