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It is my understanding that Millennium Bulk Terminals has a desire to construct a 
low-sulfur coal distribution facility in Cowlitz County. I have visited the mining 
operation in Wyoming and have walked the railroad tracks in Vancouver 
Washington and have not found any coal residue in the facilities. I believe that the 
concern with coal dust is unfounded due to the spraying of the coal cars in Pasco 
Washington before the rail system enters the Columbia River Gorge. Many of our 
citizens believe that we have moved on to safer and cleaner energy sources, such as 
our wind, and in some cases nuclear power plants, however, coal, especially the low-
sulfur variety, provides roughly half of the nation’s electricity, most likely in the 
eastern states. I was totally taken back by the difference between regular coal, 
which has to be washed before shipping causing an environmental concern with 
waste water, and the low-sulfur coal proposed for Cowlitz County which is not 
required to be washed before shipping. 
The need for a terminal for shipping to the Asian Countries is a step in our global 
economy, and using the low-sulfur product makes a dent in helping global warming. 
Another thought is that the Asian Countries will purchase the coal no matter where 
it is shipped from. I don’t see where there is a major concern with our Columbia 
River obligations as the industry must follow all national and local safety 
requirements, it is our responsibility to hold them accountable for their actions. 
The three categories in the EIS, Built Environment, Natural Environment, and 
Operations cover all concerns and responsibilities 
 
BUILT ENVIRONMENT: 
Construction of the proposed terminal would not change the current industrial land 
and shoreline uses of the project area due to the fact that the area in concern is 
presently zoned for industrial use and the construction of the facility only replace 
the past industrial facility with a new and technology enhanced facility. The site in 
question would not have an environmental impact of any of our recreational 
facilities, such as parks, or our agricultural properties. And Millennium would also 
be required to obtain all of the permits pertaining to land use and shoreline 
permitting, and make them accountable to the State of Washington, National 
Agencies, and Cowlitz County.  
SOCIAL AND COMMUNITY RESOURSES; 
Train traffic would affect accessibility to community resources and public service 
due to longer wait times when rail traffic is in progress. This is one major set back, 
however, with Federal, and State assistance, and partnerships with the coal industry 
and rail industry, solutions can be instituted such as the revamping of the 432-433 
corridor, which is a main economic development for all of Cowlitz County as it 
encompasses the major industry and commercial area’s in the community. As far as 
the increase in noise with the rail activity, sound barriers would provide privacy for 
those living in the Highland Area, and with the possible renovation of the 432-433 
corridor, road traffic would possibly be diverted away from the intersections and 



train crossings. Once again, positive partnerships with infrastructure. This would 
also cut back on the emissions situation with idling vehicles while waiting to cross 
the rail system. This would also reduce the noise from train whistles which are 
required at intersections. 
As far as the aesthetics of the area, both at the site and in the surrounding area’s, 
there wouldn’t be a noticeable difference as this area, the site and surrounding 
area’s, are already industrial area’s with abundant lighting and noise. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide my thoughts. I believe that this project 
will enhance our local economy and provide us with the positive growth and quality 
of place we are looking for. I also believe that the offshoot companies, conveyor 
companies / pump facilities and support facilities for this industry will provide for 
many more employment opportunities. 
 
Gratefully 
Kenneth R. Botero 
 


