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Millennium Bulle Terminals NEPA EIS 
c/o ICF International 
710 Second Avenue, Suite 550 
Seattle, WA 98104 

Dear Sir or Ms., 

We appreciate the opportunity to comment on the Draft EIS for the proposed Millennium 
coal export terminal in Longview, WA. Our city has concerns or is opposed to coal 
transport through the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area and has passed a 
resolution expressing our views, it is attached. 

We support the "no action" alternative because we believe the project harms our health, 
safety, natural resources, air and water quality. 

The scope of the DEIS is completely insufficient. It ignores coal export's impact on rail 
communities like ours. 

The DEIS acknowledges that the proposed project would result in 16 more trains per day 
- 8 full ofcoal and 8 empty trains - into and out ofthe project area However, the DEIS 
impermissibly focuses on very small areas ofpotential impact for its analysis of the 
adverse effects of the additional 5,840 trains that would run as a result of the project. 
Traffic delays from the additional trains - including delays for first responders - are not 
addressed outside of the immediate project area. Nor are the inevitable derailments that 
will occur due to increased train traffic addressed outside of the project area. 

The DEIS ignores all impacts on the protected scenic, natural, recreation, and cultural 
resources of the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area (NSA). The entire point of 
an EIS is to disclose all of the direct, indirect, and cumulative impacts of a proposed 
project. Excluding the foreseeable impacts on the protected resources of the Gorge is 
impermissible and baflling. 

The DEIS does not analyze the effect on the Gorge of the additional 2,920 trains loaded 
with coal that would traverse the NSA per year. All of the full coal trains would run 
through the Gorge either on the BNSF tracks in Washington or on the Union Pacific 
tracks in Oregon since the other route to the project area cannot accommodate full coal 
trains. Thus, the extra train traffic is a foreseeable result ofthe project and must be 
addressed in the DEIS. 

Increased coal train traffic would cause an increase in air pollution in the Gorge, this 
includes fugitive emissions of coal dust and diesel emissions from trains. The DEIS does 





not consider the impacts of the locomotive-related diesel emissions or fugitive coal 
emissions that would be generated in the Gorge as a result of the proposed project. 

The DEIS does not take into account the adverse effects to the scenic resources of the 
Gorge of the proposed project. The additional trains would block views in NSA and the 
extra rail construction to facilitate more train traffic would degrade the scenic resources 
of the National Scenic Area. 

The DEIS does not take into account the permanent degradation of the recreation 
resources of the NSA that would occur. The additional train traffic would wake campers 
and detract from the recreational experiences at the recreation areas in the NSA. In fact, 
The Oregonian reported that "When camping in the Gorge, it pays to be a little deaf' and 
singled out excessive train noise as a cause. Cumulative adverse impacts of increased 
train traffic to the recreation resources of the NSA must be considered and impacts 
caused by past actions must be included. 

The EIS does not adequately disclose impacts to the cultural and historic resources of the 
Gorge. Notably, Native American cultural resource sites are already suffering from 
adverse impacts from air pollution. Increased nitrogen emissions and impacts from a coal 
spill could permanently destroy irreplaceable Native American sites. 

Please consider all these points, address them in the DEIS and reject this coal terminal 
proposal. Thank you again for the opportunity to comment. 

Sincerely, 

/&A{]It~11' 
Paul Blackburn 
Mayor ofHood River 

211 SECOND STREET- HOOD RIVER OR 97031-(541) 386-1488 





Resolution 2012-15 

A Resolution stating the City of Hood River's concerns and opposition to transporting 
coal through the Columbia River Gorge 

WHEREAS, The City of Hood River has committed itself to being a leader in protecting the 

environment, air quality, and water quality in the Columbia River Gorge, and 


WHEREAS, burning coal leads to greenhouse gases, and the impacts of climate change on the 

Columbia River Gorge and other tourist attractions negatively impact Hood River's economy, 


and 


WHEREAS, coal Is commonly transported via open top rail cars, contaminating cities, towns, 

farmland, forestland, streams, and rivers within the Columbia River Gorge with coal dust and 


chunks of coal, and 


WHEREAS, coal contains toxic heavy metals - including mercury, arsenic, lead, and uranium 
and exposure to these toxic heavy metals in high concentrations is linked to a multitude of 


health problems, such as cancer and birth defects, and 


WHEREAS, increased rail traffic will lead to an increase in diesel emissions in communities 

along rail lines, and 


WHERAS, up to 54 additional trains per day will have detrimental effects on traffic congestion 

and air quality due to idling cars, and 


WHEREAS, increased noise and vibration from large freight trains have been shown to have a 

negative impact on psychological health, and 


WHEREAS, up to 54 additional trains per day may inhibit the travel of emergency vehicles in the 

Columbia River Gorge 


WHEREAS, increased freight train traffic will have a negative effect on property values, and 


WHEREAS, an increase in coal train traffic would raise the risk of a train derailment taking 

place, and communities within the Columbia River Gorge are not equipped to deal with the 


public safety and health risks caused by a coal train derailment, and 


WHEREAS, public health risks associated with diesel emissions and other pollutants from coal 

trains disproportionately impact children, the elderly, and those with existing respiratory issues, 


and 


WHEREAS, the route coal trains would follow through the Columbia River Gorge runs along the 
Columbia River through popular recreational areas, a major source of the economy in the 

· Gorge, and 

WHEREAS, the negative impacts of shipping coal by barge on the Columbia River will have 
similar effects on the Columbia River Gorge as those associated with shipping coal by rail. 



Now therefore be it RESOLVED, that the City of Hood River opposes coal export projects that 
entail transporting coal through the Columbia River Gorge either by rail or by barge. 

Be it further resolved, that the City of Hood River supports economic growth that does not 
jeopardize the City of Hood River's commitment to fight the serious impacts of climate change, 
and 

Be it further resolved, that the City of Hood River urges the Governor and other decision makers 
to work on a comprehensive policy to prevent shipping/exporting coal through the Columbia 
River Gorge by rail or barge. 

Be it further resolved, that the City of Hood River intends to address any impacts to public 
health and/or property caused by the transport of coal through The City of Hood River by 
actively enforcing local public health, safety, building, electrical, and fire codes, and 

Be it further resolved that the City of Hood River intends to address any impacts to surface 
and/or groundwater caused by the transport of coal through The City of Hood River by actively 
enforcing applicable environmental statutes delegated to The City of Hood River, and 

Be it further resolved that the City of Hood River strongly requests that the State of Oregon 
through its elected officials require the railroad and barge companies to mitigate any public 
safety hazards created by the transport of coal through the Columbia River Gorge such as 
access by emergency vehicles and 

Be it further resolved that the City of Hood River requests that the railroad, and make public, 
any plans for new or expanded rail facilities or significant rail traffic volume increases within the 
Columbia River Gorge, and 

Be it further resolved that the City of Hood River requests that the railroad and barge companies 
provide representatives to meet periodically with local citizen groups and local government 
officials from the Columbia River gorge to seek mutually acceptable ways to address local 
concerns, and 

Be it further resolved that the City of Hood River requests that the railroad submit an emergency 
environmental clean-up plan in case of a derailment that affects local watersheds and 
recreational areas, and 

Be it further resolved that the City of Hood River requests that the railroad and barge companies 
perform an Environmental Impact Study prior to approval of permits and later provide continued 
environmental monitoring of noise, air, groundwater, and surface water quality, including 
monitoring for the presence of coal dust, and that the results will be shared with local and state 
agencies, and 

Be it further resolved that the City of Hood River requests that the railroad and barge companies 
carefully monitor the loading of coal at the coal mines as part of the contract(s) with the coal 
companies to assure best loading practices in order to reduce the amount of coal and coal dust 
coming out of the rail cars, and 



Be it further resolved that the City of Hood River urges appropriate permitting authorities to 
require an environmental impact statement that identifies and measures the impacts on our 
community from a significant increase in coal train traffic, and 

Be it further resolved that the City of Hood River urges appropriate permitting authorities to hold 
at least one environmental impact scoping hearing at a location in The City of Hood River, and 

Be it further resolved that the City of Hood River transmits copies of this resolution to the 
Governor of Oregon, to all members of the Oregon State Division of Landa Board, and to each 
state Senator and Representative in both Oregon and Washington whose districts fall within 
Columbia River Gorge, the Washington Department of Ecology, and the Washington 
Department of Natural Resources, and 

Be it further resolved that the City of Hood River transmits copies of this resolution to each 
Senator and Representative from Oregon and Washington in the Congress of the United States 
and 

Be if further resolved that passage of this resolution shall not preclude the City of Hood River 
from taking additional actions to protect residents from the effects of coal trains in the future. 

Approved by the Hood River City Council this 23rd day of April, 2012, to take effect immediately. 

~fry--
Arthur Babitz, Mayor · 
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