
COAL PARTICULATES: A HEALTH RISK? 
............. ........... . ........... ,,.,... . .. ... ... , ' 

• ; : .• .- ~. • Fine particle size is measured 
• • · ·:.: ~· . by PM (Particulate Matter) . . .............................................................. . 

• Smaller than a human hair 

! .. ~~.~.~!~.~ .~Y..~.~~. ~.i.~~ .............. " " ... 
• PM10 and less can remain in 
the air for several days . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
• Can cause respiratory 

».r.4?.~~-~.m.~ ............................................ .. 
• Could pose a risk of long·term 

l_~n.9 . a. n..ci.. ~.e.a. r.t .ci. i ~~a.~~ ................... . 
• PM10 particulat es lodge in the 
upper respiratory system, causing 
coughs, asthma and bronchitis ...... ~ ............... ............ ..... ........................ . 
• PM2.5 and smaller particulates 
lodge in lungs and bloodstream 
with unknown health implications 
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~ Average human hair 
(60 microns in diameter) .. .. 
.... .~·· 

!~.c...-Fine particles 
(less t han 10 microns 

in diameter) 


