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June 10, 2016

Millennium Bulk Terminals EIS
c/o ICF International

710 Second Avenue, Suite 550
Seattle, Washington 98104

To Whom It May Concern:
SUBJECT: Draft EIS — Millennium Bulk Terminal Project (Longview Coal Export Facility)

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the
Millennium Bulk Terminal. In 2013, the Olympia City Council unanimously passed the attached resolution
opposing the construction of coal export facilities in the Pacific Northwest, citing the negative economic, public
health and environmental impacts of climate change in our state. While Washington State has made significant
efforts to move away from coal-fired energy and towards a clean energy future, this project dramatically
undermines that progress by resulting in as much as 27 million tons per year of net additional carbon emissions -
the equivalent of 7 new coal fired power plants. Even if you only consider the rail and vessel emissions from
transporting the 44 million tons of coal each year, this project will be one of the largest greenhouse gas emitters
in Washington State.

The coal export facility will also lead to 16 additional large coal trains every day on Washington’s rail corridors.
This significant increase in rail traffic will create economic and safety impacts for communities across the Pacific
Northwest. In addition, these trains, pulling uncovered rail cars, are projected to spew coal dust as they travel,
raising severe concerns regarding economic, public health and environmental impacts across a wide area. We
encourage the draft EIS to go further in evaluating the harmful impacts of coal dust in affected communities and
environmentally sensitive areas. Closer to home, Olympia is highly concerned about uncovered rail cars (even
empty cars with residual coal dust) traveling through the sensitive Nisqually Basin where Olympia’s main supply
of drinking water and the Nisqually National Wildlife Refuge are located.

Olympia supports economic growth that is consistent with Washington State’s commitment to fight the serious
impacts of climate change. We believe the impacts of the Millennium Bulk Terminal project are unacceptable

and move our state in the wrong direction.

Cheryl Selby /(
Mayor

Attachment

cc: Olympia City Council

MAYOR: Cheryl Selby, MAYOR PRO TEM: Nathaniel Jones, CITY MANAGER: Steven R. Hall
COUNCILMEMBERS: Jessica Bateman, Clark Gilman, Julie Hankins, Jeannine Roe, Jim Cooper



RESOLUTION NO. ™M-1793

OPPOSING THE CONSTRUTION OF COAL EXPORT FACILITIES IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST

WHEREAS, coal mining, processing, transport and combustion creates negative human and
environmental health impacts; and

WHEREAS, mining and burning coal releases harmful greenhouse gases into the atmosphere,
accelerating climate deterioration, and resulting in such impacts as reduced snowpack, ocean
acidification, increased flooding, summer droughts, loss of habitat and increased forest fires;
and

WHEREAS, Washington State has recognized the negative economic, public health, and
environmental impacts of climate change on this state, see Chapter 80.80 RCW and Executive
Order No. 0905; and

WHEREAS, Washington State and other states are taking steps toward reducing American
dependence on coal-fired power, including the 2011 passage of the TransAlta Energy Transition
Bill, making possible the retirement of the state's last coal-fired power plant by 2025; and

WHEREAS, The City of Olympia previously passed Resolution M-1550 supporting efforts to curb
global warming, adopting greenhouse gas emission reduction goals for The City of Olympia, and
outlining actions toward achieving those goals; and

WHEREAS, it is estimated that that a single new coal export terminal in Western Washington,
such as the Gateway Pacific Terminal at Cherry Point, would have a build-out export volume of
approximately 50 million tons of coal per year and could result in an increase in coal train traffic
of at least 9 additional trains per day along regional rail corridors; and

WHEREAS, coal is commonly transported via open-top rail cars that allow the spread of coal
dust and chunks of coal that impact air, soil and water quality; and

WHEREAS, it is expected that the coal destined for Gateway Pacific Terminal, will travel via
uncovered rail cars through dozens of Washington communities, including land adjacent to the
City of Olympia’s main supply of drinking water, McAllister Springs and Wellfield; and

WHEREAS, Washington State has been a national leader in creating clean-energy jobs and
promoting sustainable global economic development, while coal export continues to promote
harmful and unsustainable energy development practices.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE OLYMPIA CITY COUNCIL DOES HEREBY RESOLVE, that:

The City of Olympia opposes the establishment of coal export terminals in the Pacific Northwest
and supports economic growth that is consistent with Washington State's commitment to fight
the serious impacts of climate change, and;




The City of Olympia calls on the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the Washington State
Department of Ecology, Whatcom County and other relevant regulatory bodies to fully and
carefully assess, evaluate and disclose the impacts of the Gateway Pacific Terminal and similar
proposed facilities.
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