
City Council Resolution #453 


A City of North Bonneville Council Resolution submitted to the State of Washington 
Department of Ecology, United States Army Corps of Engineers and Whatcom 
County, Washington for the public record as Formal Comments for Scoping
Deciding what Factors, Issues, Environmental Impacts to Analyze and Geographic 
Area or Areas to Consider- for a comprehensive Environmental Assessment by the 
Co-Lead Agencies under a combined (NEPA) National Environmental Policy Act 
and (SEPA) State Environmental Policy Act, Environmental Review regarding 
construction of Coal Exporting Facilities in the States of Washington and Oregon 
and specifically the "Gateway Pacific Terminal at Cherry Point" in Whatcom 
County, Washington. 

Whereas, The "'Gateway Pacific Terminal at Cherry Point" in Whatcom County, 
Washington is a specific proposal under review for granting of construction permits, and 
one of five proposed coal export terminals planned for construction in the states of 
Washington and Oregon. and 

Whereas, The mining of coal for export from the Gateway Pacific Terminal at Cherry 
Point and other proposed export terminals requires rail and barge transportation from the 
points of extraction in Montana and Wyoming through the states of Washington and 
Oregon and the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, and 

Whereas, The rail transportation routes from the states of Montana and Wyoming to 
coal export facilities on the west coast run through the City ofNorth Bonneville and 
numerous other cities and small towns where elected officials are responsible for 
protecting the health. safety and welfare of their citizens, and 

Whereas, The elected officials of each city, town and county are held responsible for 
the protection of the health, safety and welfare oftheir citizens and cannot discharge their 
sworn duty in making determinations and exercising judgments regarding both positive 
and negative environmental impacts on their respective communities without first having 
a comprehensive and formal environmental assessment report published by the co-lead 
agencies and conveyed to each jurisdiction prior to soliciting comments from said 
agencies on a draft EIS for the '·Gateway Pacific Terminal at Cherry Point" proposal or 
any other coal export facility. and 

Whereas, The elected officials of each city. town and county have a right to receive a 
comprehensive and complete scientific assessment of all impacts associated with or 
generated by the mining and transportation of coal through their jurisdictions for export 
from west coast coal export terminals and sale for consumption or burning of same by 
Asian countries for generation of power that increases a global carbon footprint. 
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Now Therefore, Be It Resolved by the Council of North Bonneville, Washington, a 
Municipal Corporation of the State of Washington, on behalf of its citizens as 
follows: 

1. Scope of Environmental Assessments for Coal Exports from State of Washington 
and the Gateway Pacific Terminal at Cherry Point in Whatcom County, 
Washington- The Scope of Environmental Assessments should be comprehensive 
and analyze all potential human and natural environmental effects caused or 
generated by the construction of coal export terminals: 

(a) Mining coal for transport and export from the Gateway Pacific Terminal and all 
other proposed facilities on the West Coast; 

(b) Handling and transferring coal from trains and barges to export carriers; 

(c) Defining the specific train and barge routes for transporting coal for export 
through the states of Washington and Oregon; 

(d) Defining the loading and transportation by rail or barge by metric tons per rail car 
and coal train and barges on the Columbia River; 

(e) Identifying all cities, towns and counties through which coal trains will transport 
coal mined in Montana and Wyoming or other location for export; 

(f) 	Documentation of the history of rail accidents, fires caused by rail car brake or 
wheel bearing failures, and derailments along the projected coal train 
transportation routes; and 

(g) Detail the markets to which American coal exports are destined to be shipped and 
consumed. 

2. All Assessments and Scientific Analysis of Potential Human and Natural 
Environmental Effects Caused or Generated by Construction of Coal Export 
Terminals and Specifically the Gateway Pacific Terminal in Whatcom Countv, 
Washington, In Order to be Comprehensive, must include, but not limited to: 

(a) 	Noise- Noise generated by mining, transportation and handling of coal. 

(b) Air Quality - Emphasis on generation of coal dust starting with mining and 
loading, transportation with shedding of coal dust, unloading rail cars and barges 
and loading coal to ships for export. and associated increase in diesel fuel exhaust 
emissions by trains and barge tugs generated by transporting coal for export from 
the source at mines to the export terminals. 

(c) 	Human Health- The specific detrimental effects of coal dust shedding, 
increased diesel exhaust emissions, increased noise generated by coal trains and 
barges. and the increased carbon footprint generated by coal exports for 
consumption by Asian countries. One major critical human health and 
environmental issue to he analyzed is the C02 emissions generated by each 
metric ton exported that will contribute to pollution of the earth's atmosphere and 
global warming. 
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(d) Traffic and Safety- The documentation of coal train rail and barge traffic 
potential lor accidents. spills. derailments, fire, local community impacts at both 
marked, signaled. non-signaled, urban and rural crossings, and bridges crossing 
streams and rivers. 

(c) Wildlife and Their Habitat- Complete assessment of the effects of coal dust, 

noise and the dangers posed by potential fires and derailments generated by 

increased coal train transportation. In like manner the same potential effects and 

dangers posed by accidents on the Columbia River by coal barging. 


(f) Marine Species, Fish and Fisheries- All rail and barge transportation routes for 
coal trains crossing streams. rivers, a:1d wetlands that provide designated critical 
and essential fish habitat for a significant number of endangered species. All 
bridge crossings of streams, rivers and wetlands should be identified together with 
the marine species, fish, or fisheries dependent upon the individual habitats. An 
assessment of the potential negative effects on said habitats should include the 
impacts of a major derailment that contaminates these areas with coal or coal dust. 
The assessment should identify remedial actions that would be required to restore 
the habitats to their original condition if spilled coal and coal dust can be 
completely removed from those habitats. 

(g) Wetlands or Streams -- The same comprehensive assessment as stated above for 
marine species, fish and fisheries must be undertaken for all wetlands, streams 
and rivers but must be expanded to include native vegetation, native wildlife not 
on an endangered species list, birds of all types, including water foul and 
migratory species. that depend those wetlands. streams and rivers for survival. Of 
critical importance in this assessment is the potential long term negative effect of 
coal dust buildup in the environment due to shedding of coal dust by coal trains 
during transportation from coal mines to proposed export tenninals. 

(h) Water Quality- The survival of species whether wildlife, marine species, 
fisheries. birds or habitat vegetation are all dependent upon water quality. The 
long term effects of mining, transporting, exporting American Coal for burning in 
coal fired power plants in Asia increases the carbon footprint on the planet and 
contributes to global warming with increases in C02. The potential negative 
effects of such increased emissions on the quality and temperature of the water in 
our streams. rivers. and wetlands should he documented and analyzed. The same 
assessment should carefully document and analyze the potential negative effects 
on the world's oceans and all marine life dependent on said ocean as their life 
sustaining habitat. Identification of water quality temperatures as said 
temperatures related to propagation of endangered species of fish and marine 
species should be documented and fully analyzed. The amount of C02 emissions 
released into the atmosphere through the burning or each metric ton of coal, 
together with release of other heavy metals. such as arsenic, lead and mercury, 
should be documented and analyzed as potential contaminants to water quality. 

Page 3 City Council Resolution #453. Formal Comments Regarding Coal Export 



3. The Environmental Impact Statement Process- A comprehensive Environmental 
Assessment Report should be compiled and published as a base document from 
which the Draft Environmental Impact Statement is prepared. 

(a) Alternatives- All alternative actions that can be documented to mitigate potential 
negative environmental impacts identified in the completing of a comprehensive 
environmental assessment report (EAR) should be evaluated and weighted in 
terms of economic, sociaL and environmental quality benefits. 

(b) Areas of Potential Effect- The mining of coal in Montana and Wyoming for 
transportation to and export from coal export terminals on the west coast, 
including the Gateway Pacific Terminal at Cherry Point in Whatcom County, 
generates significant environmental impacts in every city, small town. rural 
community and county through which coal trains travel to transport coal for 
export to Asian markets for power generation. The areas of potential significant 
effects start at the point of mining. handling. and loading coal on rail cars for 
transport through Wyoming. Montana. Washington and Oregon to reach coal 
export terminals proposed on the west coast. The potential significant negative 
effects are then generated with each mile in transport through shedding of coal 
dust and the potential for major spills and derailments and the unloading of coal at 
export terminals for transfer to ships destined to Asian markets. The area of 
potential effects then shifts to the consumption, burning of coal by Asian power 
producers through coal fired plants that generate C02 emissions that further 
pollute the earth· s atmosphere. The areas of potential effects, therefore, begin at 
the mining of the coaL transportation and export and end with the resulting 
consumption through burning of American coal by Asian power producers which 
adds to generation of C02 and pollution ofthe earth's atmosphere. A 
comprehensive EAR and final environmental statement must cover and 
encompass the entire area of impacts from mining to final consumption for the 
generation of power. All the effects on cities. towns, counties, and the human and 
natural environments arc impacted in significant measure through the coal train or 
barge transportation and the ultimate negative effects of increased coal production 
and consumption. 

(c) Environmental Impact Statement Process- The solicitation of public input 
during public hearings for "scoping" a draft EIS leaves a major gap in presenting 
documented findings. analyzes. and scientific assessments necessary to expose all 
potential environmental impacts for review by the public. public entities, cities, 
towns and counties prior to the time they are requested to make comment on the 
draft FIS. It is essential that a comprehensive EAR containing all studies, 
assessments. scientific analyzes. and documentations should be published and 
presented to the public and entities of the States prior to the time a draft EIS is 
circulated for comment by governmental entities. Elected officials must be 
afforded the full opportunity to have sufficient time to thoroughly review a 
detailed FAR prior to preparing official written comments to a draft EIS. 

Enacted by the City Council of the City of North Bonneville, Washington, a 
municipal corporation of the State of Washington, sitting in general session of a 
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regular meeting on this gth day of January 2013, by affirmative vote of the City 
Council and Approval by the Mayor as recorded in the records of the City. 

Don Stevens, Mayor 

Attest: 
~-----------------------------------
John Spencer, Clerk/Treasurer/Administrator 
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