As a public health nurse who spent over 25 years conducting accident prevention research, I’'m
concerned about several health and safety issues with this proposed project. One area that hasn’t
been adequately addressed in this DEIS is the issue of fires and how these may cause burn
injuries and respiratory problems for individuals in and near the terminal as well as people living

in communities along the rail route.

As I’'m sure you know, this project will be dealing with a hazardous type of coal. Powder River
Basin coal is notorious for the hazards it presents regarding fires and explosions. This was a
conclusion by NIOSH following an investigation into the deaths of two firefighters. They were
killed in an explosion when trying to put out a fire of PRB coal.

PRB coal is twice as likely to self-combust than other types of coal. It will not only smolder and
catch fire while in storage piles at power plants and coal terminals, but has been known to be
delivered to a power plant with the rail car or barge partially on fire...

PRB coal dust is also a fire hazard. Sparks from machinery and heat from conveyor belts have
caused major coal dust fires and explosions. The potential for fires along the entire rail route is
also a concern. BNSF has stated that coal dust deposits have caused fires in areas where coal
dust has accumulated. And a fire department in Wyoming has found that coal fires along

railroad tracks account for at least 50% of the department’s summer call volume.

Operators familiar with the unique requirements of burning PRB coal will tell you that it’s not a
case of “if” you will have a PRB coal fire, it’s “when.” Is this a risk worth taking? I think not.

The potential negative impacts of this project to human health and safety are too great!

Please incorporate discussion of these specific risks into the Health Impact Assessment. I
recommend that you deny construction of this coal export terminal and select the “No ACTION
ALTERNATIVE.”

Diane Win RN, MPH



