
Testimony regarding coal exports through Longview, Washington 

As an asthma patient, I need to carry an emergency inhaler. Physicians 
who treat those of us with respiratory conditions such as asthma, 
emphysema, and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) caution 
against using these emergency inhalers too often. Once or twice a day is 
considered the limits of acceptable usage. 

When I was living on 20th Avenue in Longview, I was using my inhaler too 
often. When I moved further away from the industrial area of southern 
Longview, my use of that inhaler lessoned. 

What I want the permitting agencies relevant to this permitting process to 
understand is that there are others left behind in the Highlands and other 
areas affected by wind movement from the railroad tracks that bring 
product to the industrial area of Longview. Some of those people left 
behind are highly vulnerable children and the elderly. 

Now that I am further away from the area that exacerbated my asthma, 
I'm hoping that future conditions will not return me to overuse of 
medications that my physician warns me should not be used excessively. 
But, since the prevailing winds in southwestern· Washington often come 
from the southwest, I may still be subject to the irritant of coal dust from 
the Columbia River where uncovered coal shipments may be transported, 
and yet again airborne from the burning of coal in eastern China. 

With the proposed permitting of coal transport through Longview and 
westward along the Columbia River, those with respiratory conditions will 
not only be subject to the particulates of coal shipments, but also the after
burn of coal as an energy source in eastern Asia. 

I would ask the permitting agencies to do what those who seek to profit 
from coal shipments through our area do not care to do, and that is don't 
try to kill us with coal dust and burned coal gases drifting back to 
Washington. 

- Craig Brown (craig55brown@yahoo.com) 
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