PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING COMMENT FORM

ECOLOGY

Please submit your comments on the Millennium Bulk Terminals - Longview Environmental Impact Statement by
November 18, 2013 in order to ensure your comment is included in the scoping summary report.

Comments can also be submitted online at http://www.millenniumbulkeiswa.gov.

To whom would you like to address your comments?

All Agencies B@ Army Corps of Engineers
(NEPA and SEPA) (NEPA)

Does your comment relate to one of the following areas?

Human Environment Natural Environment
[INoise [C]Plants and Animals
)ZI Air Quality []Marine Species, Fish, or Fisheries
ﬁHuman Health Metlands or Streams
ransportation /EWater Quality

[[] other Human Environment Topic /Komer Natural Environment Topic

PLEASE SHARE YOUR COMMENTS BELOW:

Cowlitz County and the Washington
State Department of Ecology (SEPA)

EIS Process
[]Alternatives

[C]EIS Regulatory Process
[[]Other EIS Process Topic

(bdditiohdl spaéé 'is"provided onthe batk)
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Sizing Up Coal Dust

t A

No surfactant With surfactant

BNSF Railway estimatas 645 pounds of coal dust can escape from each car in a ioadad coal traln overa
400-mile journey. The company says chemical surfaclants sprayed on top of coal cars can reduce dust escape
by 85 percent.

This graphic, drawn to scele, shows how much coal could escape from a 125-car coal train with and without
surfactant applied.

Ngiﬂhhmn figure represenis a 5-7oo1-10 Toll adult the coal dust plies mpresent 80.625 pounds of ool oft) snd 12,004 pounds of cosl dust
¥ .

(credit: Courtney Flatt)

(Note, | have included the graphic above with credits, fo illustrate the point that surfactant
will not totally mitigate the issue of escaping coal dust)

Testimony of Alice Shapiro, 7426 SE 215t Ave., Portland, OR 97202, 971.279.5819
. dlice.shapiro2@gmail.com September 17th, 2013

Coal exports are dirty and dangerous for my children, grandchildren, great grandchildren,
and for every living creature on this planet. Due to time limitations, | will address just one part
of this issue, coal dust and the fact that even when surfactant is applied, the impacts will not
be adequately mitigated.

e This dust has impacts on health, including chronic bronchitis, decreased lung function,
cancer, and other diseases
e Children’s lungs are the most vulnerable
¢ Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) Railroad spokesperson reported that
o in a 400 mile trip, about the distance from the source of the coal to export
terminals, each car emits about 645 pounds of coal dust {the weight of a female
polar bear,; Siberian tiger, or alligator)
o surfactant prevents 85% of dust emissions
o there are about 125 cars per train


mailto:alice.shapiro2@gmail.com

e The numbers above mean that even with surfactant, 100 pounds of dust per car
(nearly my weight), can still escape which means that with only four coals rains per
day (and there will be more), 50,000 pounds of coal dust will be spewed into our
atmosphere (about the weight of 3 large male African elephants)

Also, frain cars have "weep holes” for water to exit.

e The Environmental Protection Agency has reported that rain on coal can flush out
heavy metals, such as arsenic and lead. The last study done by the EPA regarding
these concerns was done in 1978!

e Polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons, which are known to greatly damage marine life,
are aiso pollutants in water contaminated by coal dust. This topic has not been well
studied either.

I am not willing to gamble on the future of our environment and on the dire health
consequences for my children, grandchildren, and great grandchildren, and all other living
creatures with whom we share this planet. Further studies are needed before we allow these
terminals to be built. There are numerous impacts and | demand that the Department of
Ecology not allow these projects to proceed until and only if all of the adverse effects can
be 100% mitigated.



