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LONGVIEW, WASHINGTON; TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2013
 

1:00 p.m.
 

* * *
 

SPEAKER 1: My name is Josh Johnson. I
 

live at 2987 Madrona Drive in Longview, Washington.
 

I appreciate the opportunity to comment on the
 

Millennium Bulk Terminal in Longview, Washington.
 

I am very concerned about climate change.
 

I know that we can emit about 565 gigatons of carbon
 

into the atmosphere, and still have a 75 percent
 

chance of only increasing average global temperature
 

by 2 degrees Celsius by the end of the century.
 

And known carbon fuel reserves are over
 

2700 gigatons.
 

And if we continue to burn carbon fuel at
 

the rate we're burning it in the near term, we're
 

going to lose our ability to increase our
 

agricultural efficiency, and see decreased property
 

values along low-lying areas, among numerous other
 

ancillary effects.
 

Someone has to lead. We really can't wait
 

another decade, another five years. Now is the time
 

to stand up and be counted, for your own sake, and
 

for those of your kids.
 

Thank you for your time.
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SPEAKER 2: I already gave one of the
 

people out front a copy of the letter that I'll be
 

talking from. That should get into the files as
 

well.
 

So I'm Joel Rupley. I used to be a county
 

commissioner here, and was one of the founding
 

members of the Lower Columbia Fish Recovery Board to
 

recover salmon.
 

After losing, I went to work for Clark
 

County as a -- run their salmon recovery program.
 

And so I've had a lot of knowledge and exposure to
 

salmon recovery efforts.
 

Within the scoping of the EIS, I'd like to
 

make sure that -- that salmon are considered. They
 

have been major contributors to the aquatic and
 

terrestrial systems here. Every salmon that is in
 

the Columbia River system goes through here.
 

BPA says they've spent over $6 billion on
 

salmon recovery, which is a big chunk of public
 

money. And I want to make sure that potential
 

impacts of dissolved, suspended or sedimentary coal
 

dust are taken into account.
 

We don't have much scientific data. I
 

couldn't find very much at all in terms of the effect
 

of coal dues on salmon and salmon habitat.
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So I'm suggesting that the EIS should
 

review any existing studies, should sample existing
 

coal dust presence in the riparian areas and water
 

along the Cowlitz County transport area at the
 

Millennium site and downstream. And that way, they
 

can establish a baseline: What do we have now?
 

And then, propose further studies of coal
 

dust on the effects specific to salmon, their life
 

cycles. And that should happen prior to project
 

approval.
 

But if it can't happen -- all that science
 

takes time, I understand. But if they have to get
 

the project approval before getting the results of
 

those studies, then they should propose the -- the
 

EIS should propose a prohibition of the discharge of
 

any coal dust at all in transit, in storage and
 

during loading.
 

How that's done, I'm -- I don't know. I'm
 

not technical in that regard. But -- but the
 

railroads and the shippers can figure it out.
 

But because we're not sure of how it would
 

work, in -- if that proposal is adopted in the -- in
 

the EIS, it should also describe an accountability
 

system that repeats the sampling protocol on a
 

periodic basis. And requires cleanup, along with
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more stringent dust controls in the event of evidence
 

of degradation.
 

And then finally, I also think that the
 

EIS -- and this is pointed more to the Corps -- that
 

the EIS should be used to help determine if a
 

consultation with NOAA -- National Fisheries -- NOAA
 

fisheries is required under the ESA. And if it is,
 

it should outline the issues to be discussed during
 

that consultation.
 

And that is my testimony. Thank you.
 

(Speakers 3 and 4 came into the quiet room
 

as a couple.)
 

SPEAKER 3: I live out on Heron Point, out
 

there where the log trucks come by. And I have a
 

nice big deck and a gazebo and everything. And I go
 

out every day and wipe the table that's out there for
 

when we sit out there to have lunch, dinner or
 

breakfast, whatever it is, every day.
 

This is what I get today without the coal
 

plant (showing sample). So I'm just saying, what in
 

the world are we going to get, if we get the coal
 

plant? If this is what can we get naturally without
 

any, and we've got 16 miles of trains every day,
 

without a cover over them.
 

I understand they're not going to be
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covered. They're going to be sprayed with something
 

like hair spray.
 

SPEAKER 4: Something gooey.
 

SPEAKER 3: Yeah, something like that,
 

where it might be hair spray or something. And what
 

does that do to the environment, too?
 

So I was wondering, you know, people who
 

have lung problems or whatever else -- maybe they
 

don't have them, but they might, if we get this coal
 

plant in here.
 

So anyhow, that's my comment, that the dust
 

and the -- it's going to be terrible.
 

Thank you.
 

SPEAKER 4: Well, just a footnote, you
 

could say, you know, I've been around here 30 years.
 

I remember coming from Vancouver. The smell was so
 

bad at Kalama from here, you hated to come through
 

Longview. It took this many years to get it to where
 

it's reasonable.
 

Now we're going to turn around and,
 

again -- we'll smell it at Vancouver, maybe, next
 

time. For the amount of -- you know, they're talking
 

about the coal dust.
 

But then again, the diesel engines that's
 

going to be running ships continues. They -- they
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run 24 hours a day out there. They've got to produce
 

their own power sitting in the river. They don't
 

have electric plugs plugged into them suckers.
 

So you've got diesel engines running out
 

there 24 hours a day, while they're waiting to be
 

loaded, while they're waiting for space to be loaded,
 

while they're waiting for the next load. It'll be
 

days and days and days at a time.
 

The logging ships are bad enough. And
 

that's probably where most of this is coming from
 

(indicating sample). There's logging ships sitting
 

out there day after day burping black smoke. So then
 

you have the trains to go with it and so forth -

well, whatever you want, you're going to pay for it
 

one way or another. That's all I've got.
 

Oh. I grew up in Kentucky. And my mother
 

would go out and do her laundry, hang sheets on the
 

line. The trains and so forth would go by. They'd
 

turn black. She'd have to go wash them again.
 

The soot was that heavy from the industrial
 

plants and the trains. And all my growing up there,
 

as a kid, I stayed there until I went in the service.
 

And I never heard one person say, Boy, I can't wait
 

until I grow up to go work in the coal mines. Not
 

one, not a one. None of our friends.
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No. That was -- that was hell, going into
 

one of them. That's all.
 

(The following is a statement submitted in
 

letter form to the court reporter and written into
 

the transcript.)
 

SPEAKER 5: Dear sir, I am 100 percent in
 

favor of the Millennium Coal Export Terminal proposed
 

for Longview. Present federal, state regulations are
 

more than adequate to address the operation of such.
 

I am familiar with the area around the
 

Decker, Montana coal mine. The Tongue River
 

Reservoir Park is just below the Decker Coal Mine
 

area, and is a popular fishing, swimming and boating
 

place. The Decker coal mine has had no adverse
 

effect on any of the park's recreation activity.
 

The BNSF coal trains headed to the west
 

coast pass through the Crow Indian Reservation along
 

their river, creeks and homes. To my knowledge, the
 

Crow Indian tribe has never had any major complaints
 

about there being an adverse effect from the coal
 

trains.
 

There is no other Indian tribe that has had
 

a closer or longer experience with the effect of coal
 

trains. I am sure the Crow Indians put as high a
 

value on pristine nature of their land as anyone.
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By the time the Millennium Export Terminal
 

is operational, China will have clean air burning
 

power plants. Common sense tells you that. And
 

China really has no other choice. China has the
 

resources, scientists and engineers to do this, once
 

the government makes it a high priority.
 

The Chinese engineering accomplishments on
 

highways, trains and damns has been fast and
 

impressive. This new technology will also greatly
 

benefit the coal-burning plants in the USA.
 

The sale of coal to China will benefit many
 

American landowner ranchers, workers and companies.
 

Open pit mining, as done in Wyoming and Montana, is
 

not hazardous to the health of the workers or the
 

land.
 

America and China are so interwoven now,
 

that whatever benefits one, benefits the other one,
 

too.
 

Sincerely, Tom Horsley.
 

SPEAKER 6: Well, I was born in this town,
 

what was it, 79 -- 78 years ago. This is one of the
 

most beautiful towns in the United States.
 

Forbes magazine made it one out of ten
 

prettiest towns. Planned city, the only one besides
 

Washington, D.C., in the last century.
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And here we are, ready to throw it away at
 

a whim on a scam, telling us all these jobs that are
 

nonunion, that they can do anything they want in the
 

future to these workers, who think it's so wonderful
 

that they have jobs. Now, so they're lucky.
 

But for every action, there's a reaction.
 

They bring that in here. The reaction will be, there
 

will be deaths that may -- or more people leaving
 

this town, because they can't breathe. They don't
 

want their children breathing that -- those
 

particles -- babies at nighttime in the -- down in
 

the highlands, open the window to get air, and you're
 

going to get particulates into their lungs. And
 

pretty soon they start gagging and coughing, and you
 

wonder why.
 

Well -- and because at 4 o'clock every
 

evening the wind comes up over the Columbia, and it
 

comes up the Gorge and right over these people. And
 

so you're going to have as many people leaving this
 

town as gaining.
 

And after the 100 -- there are going to be
 

a lot more leaving than 130 jobs or whatever they say
 

there is. Because now, Fibre has 1200, 1300 jobs
 

Wayerhaeuser's 1300. Reynolds is 13. They're going
 

to have 130. One-tenth the amount of jobs for a very
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rare port, deep-water port. From Canada to Mexico,
 

there are none. And we're going to give it away for
 

nothing. A scam is what it is.
 

And they tell us all this stuff. And here
 

we are, building up a communist country. We are
 

immoral to the world, immoral to our children. By -

by -- by all this environmentalism in the air, all -

even the Chinese want out of that area. They can't
 

take it themselves.
 

And when they start fracking, and they get
 

coal -- I mean, gas, easy to find, they won't need
 

our coal. And when Mongolia, which they're working
 

on it now, have coal mines, and they're starting to
 

open those up, they're not going to come from Montana
 

all the way here for their coal. They're going to
 

just go right north of there right now.
 

And you're going to see a closing with -

coal right now has gone down to 40 percent. The
 

price of coal has dropped 40 percent in the last
 

couple of months. And it's going to go further in
 

the world market.
 

And they're going to -- Millennium is going
 

to say, Sorry. We can't do it anymore. We're losing
 

money. Now China says we -- they can't pay us more
 

than what the world market is. So we're -- we're
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closing up.
 

And we're going to be stuck with that
 

mountains of coal on our dock with nobody to clean
 

that up. Just like what Reynolds did to us, now
 

Millennium is going to do to us. History repeats
 

itself. And we were fools for that, and we're fools
 

for this, if we believe it.
 

And I want to tell you this right here.
 

This comes from -- this is from the Corps of
 

Engineers, district engineer, this was to prepare a
 

joint environmental impact.
 

This went to the counties -- to Cowlitz
 

County. And it says right here not from me, not from
 

Longview. This is from the Corps of Engineers. It
 

says, The shipping facility, Millennium, would
 

include an open-air storage area approximately 75
 

acres in size, service, with a parking capacity for
 

eight trains. And that will be that -- the convoy,
 

that will be the storage area outdoors, open-air
 

storage.
 

And as much as they want to tell me they're
 

going to sprinkle it, that's not going to affect it
 

on hot days. It's going to dry up. It's going to
 

be -- no, it's not -- the whole thing is -- we can do
 

better than that. If we get that cleaned up, we'll
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get some jobs here.
 

Because for everyone that is environmental
 

people, they're going to leave this town. And for
 

tourists, they're not going to come here. They're
 

not going to stop in a coal pit town.
 

R.A. Long built a beautiful town, one of
 

the ten prettiest in the United States. And he's
 

rolling in his grave as he thinks about what we're
 

going to do to his legacy here. It's insanity to
 

destroy Longview.
 

And we've got to look at the future, not
 

right now with a few jobs. Bill Kash -- K-A-S-H -

2619 Nichols, Longview, Washington. And I'm going to
 

be leaving here, too. Of course, I'm old enough
 

that -- but I'm not talking about all the trains
 

that -- Rainier will be destroyed.
 

I have a dentist in Rainier, and he knows
 

I'm not going to be around to save him. What's he
 

going to do? How is he going to -- nobody from here
 

is going to be able to -- or get to jobs. If you
 

work at Wauna -- W-A-U-N-A--- you know, how are you
 

going to promise you're going to be on time for your
 

job, with that bridge with all those trains going by?
 

Well, in conclusion what we're -- by
 

building up a communist country, who is becoming more
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militaristic, we are committing treason and suicide
 

to ourselves. Because coal is needed for steel.
 

It's insane. It's a scam. That's my last
 

words. It's a scam.
 

My phone number is (360)423-6704.
 

SPEAKER 7: Well, my name is Lorraine A.
 

Sullivan. And I'm here today to protest the dumping
 

of coal on our shores of the Columbia.
 

It sounds like a good idea for the economy,
 

but we're killing ourselves and our children. When
 

coal is dumped -- is this soft or hard coal?
 

THE COURT REPORTER: I'm sorry. I don't 

know. I'm just recording statements. 

SPEAKER 7: Well, coal is coal. And when 

it's dumped, there's going to be breakage of the coal
 

itself. The dust won't dissipate.
 

Say, they've dumped a ton of coal on the
 

banks of Columbia, and off they go. So we have this
 

mass. Is it going to be covered? Is it not?
 

It really won't make any difference,
 

regardless, because with the wonderful rains we have,
 

it's going to get wet. Is water is going to leach
 

through the soil, and any dust -- and dust does
 

settle, and it's going to go down onto the ground.
 

That's going to leach into our waters.
 

http://www.slreporting.com/


·1· · · · · · ·

·2· · · 

·3· ·

·4· · · · · · ·

·5· ·

·6· ·

·7· · · 

·8· · · 

·9· · · · · · ·

10· · · 

11· · · 

12· ·

13· · · · · · ·

14· · · 

15· · · 

16· · · 

17· · · 

18· ·

19· · · · · · ·

20· · · 

21· ·

22· ·

23· · · · · · ·

24· · · 

25· ·

Coal dust does not assimilate into water.
 

It will float. You get enough water surface with
 

coal dust, the fish are going to die.
 

Upriver there's a group of people whose
 

livelihood depend on the raising of Chinook salmon.
 

And I'm sure you heard from them -- or you will, I
 

pray. This is their industry -- or it has to be -

has been. And we eat it, too.
 

When that salmon is gone, they're gone.
 

They have to go upriver to spawn. If the water is
 

dead, there will be no more salmon. And that's just
 

one natural resource that will be forever lost.
 

The oil itself will not dissipate from the
 

soil. It's going to kill anything that it lands on.
 

It doesn't wash away. It'll wash down into the
 

ocean. And we'll be having the same problem with the
 

ocean waters. Sure, it has salt in it, but it still
 

is not going to make a healthy ocean.
 

I can't see this is going to be a win-win
 

situation. The dust, again, that lays on the ground
 

is just going to add to the already-polluted air that
 

we have.
 

Our area has been known with not having the
 

most healthy of environments. In fact, we lived here
 

many years ago, and this was known as the area to
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having the highest rate of children born with
 

imperfections, put it that way. They didn't develop
 

properly in some manner or another.
 

Okay. I don't want to see it repeated.
 

SPEAKER 8: I'm Marsha Dennison, and I'm
 

from Rainier.
 

And I have to come over here to get food,
 

and to have a lot of work done at the medical
 

centers, and various other things -- you know, to
 

shop.
 

And the air over here in the winter, when
 

there's the inversions, is so terribly putrid, it's
 

not fit to breathe. It burns all the way down, you
 

know, now. And adding coal dust to that is actually
 

criminal, you know.
 

I mean, there are people dying in their 30s
 

of lung cancer, who never smoked before in this town.
 

And -- and children with asthma all over the place.
 

All they have to do is move out of Longview, and
 

their asthma goes away. And there's people with
 

asthma have to come and shop here also.
 

And we don't need the coal dust in the air,
 

you know. It's too bad already. And nobody does
 

anything about it. They -- they keep issuing permits
 

for more and more and more chimneys. And each
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chimney can only put out so much smut. Well, they
 

never add up the chimneys to the cumulative effects,
 

you know.
 

And I live -- I live 15 miles south river.
 

And sometimes I have to keep all my windows shut to
 

keep the putrid air from coming in my house.
 

And let's see. I would just have to go
 

shop someplace else, you know, in the wintertime
 

or...
 

And also, what about the salmon, you know?
 

The food chain, there's people fishing out here all
 

the time. And -- and the salmon would be
 

contaminated with lead and cadmium and -- and -- what
 

all is in there? I don't know. I've been thinking
 

too much lately.
 

Anyway, all these people fishing out here,
 

you know, the fish -- they fish -- the fish get
 

contaminated with that. And the river's already
 

contaminated with mercury and -- mercury's the one.
 

And so forth.
 

And there are families. And these things
 

cause mental retardation in children. And so does
 

the coal dust in the area, because it bears all of
 

the toxic, heavy metals, too.
 

And you know, if the guys can't even find
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their way to the community college that -- they get
 

them a job right there. And what's it going to be
 

like, when they're all inhaling lead? You know, an
 

average lifetime of a coal worker is about 35,
 

because the lungs fill up with coal dust, and they
 

get severe -- severe emphysema. And they usually die
 

by then.
 

And they'll never see their retirement or
 

their pension money or any of that. They'll live a
 

very short life, and they'll leave behind a family on
 

welfare with no father.
 

And it's just a really horrible idea. It's
 

a dirty, lousy outfit, and they ought to just go
 

away, you know. Even China -- China's largest buyer
 

of coal has decided that people are dying in the
 

streets from all the coal dust, the ash in the air,
 

and they've decided it wasn't worth it. And they
 

decided they're not -- they're going to go out of
 

business. They're not going to burn coal anymore.
 

So they've got no market for it.
 

And it's just these greedy people want to
 

push -- push this on the world.
 

And the climate change, that's our -

everyone's responsibility, you know. You can't just
 

say that you're going to just send the coal there,
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and someone else is going to burn it someplace else.
 

Because it all comes back on their trade winds, just
 

like that breeze coming in the door, you know.
 

And it goes way up in the upper atmosphere,
 

and surrounds the entire planet, and kills people
 

with floods and drought and destroys their crops, and
 

thousand-mile-wide hurricanes and tornadoes as big as
 

the gulf of Mexico.
 

And -- and the storms that wipe out entire
 

towns and -- nobody has a right to do all this.
 

Nobody has a right. We all have a responsibility to
 

fight it. And that's what I'm trying to do.
 

Thank you very much.
 

SPEAKER 9: I just wanted to -- to strongly
 

ask that we study where the water's coming from and
 

where it's going to, that's supposedly keeping these
 

huge piles of coal from exploding and blowing around.
 

How will that impact Longview's water supply.
 

That's my question. And I'd like the Army
 

Corps to study that.
 

Thank you.
 

SPEAKER 10: My name is Marion Ward. And I
 

live in Vancouver.
 

A proposed coal terminal along the banks of
 

the Columbia River would affect thousands of people,
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the environment, and wildlife in this state.
 

I understand this hearing is to determine
 

the scope of an environmental impact statement.
 

Since the Corps is the only agency with federal
 

jurisdiction, it is essential that the Corps include
 

environmental impacts from mining the coal in Wyoming
 

and Montana, traversing the route for many miles
 

along the Columbia River, the terminal operation,
 

loading it onto ships, and finishing the study with
 

the passage of ships crossing the bar in Astoria.
 

Residents along the route want to know why
 

they will be paying the price in health, safety and
 

environmental degradation for the financial benefit
 

of a few oligarchs.
 

Many communities along the route will see
 

decreasing home values, increases in respiratory
 

ailments, habitat destruction, decreasing safety, and
 

possible derailment of loaded, open cars full of
 

coal.
 

According to the Federal Railroad
 

Administration, Burlington Northern experienced 292
 

derailments last year alone. It's not a question of
 

if, but rather when a train full of open coal cars
 

will derail along the Columbia River.
 

It is imperative that the scope of the
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environmental impact statement include all areas that
 

would be affected by this decision. And as a federal
 

agency, I believe you have the duty to do so.
 

I would like to remind you of one of the
 

components of your mission state, quote, Researches
 

and develops technologies to protect the nation's
 

environment, enhance the quality of life.
 

And one of the components of the
 

re-energized operating principles of the Corps,
 

quote, Proactively consider environmental consequence
 

of all Corps activities and act accordingly.
 

Thank you.
 

SPEAKER 11: This is the oral statement of
 

Mike Burnett -- B-U-R-N-E-T-T -- the president of Hot
 

Sky Consulting, opposing the Millennium Bulk Terminal
 

Longview.
 

My name is Mike Burnett. I am currently
 

president of Hot Sky Consulting, a climate change and
 

clean energy consulting firm. For ten years I was
 

the executive direct for the climate trust in Oregon,
 

where I administered the carbon dioxide standard, the
 

first legislative limit on greenhouse gasses.
 

I advise you to reject the application of
 

the coal terminal for the following reasons: One,
 

the coal terminal represents a massive increase in
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Washington state greenhouse gas emissions. The coal
 

terminal's annual capacity represents 79.7 million
 

metric tons of CO2, which is equivalent to 83 percent
 

of Washington's current greenhouse gas inventory.
 

Two, carbon dioxide is a rare gas and
 

potent atmospheric heating agent. Before the
 

industrial revolution CO2 comprised one in 3,600
 

molecules in the atmosphere.
 

Remove this rare atmospheric component,
 

and our beautiful green earth would be like
 

Antarctica humanity is in the process of injecting
 

at least this amount of excess CO2 into the
 

atmosphere, taking temperatures in the opposite
 

direction.
 

Three, carbon dioxide is a long live gas in
 

the atmosphere. A reasonable average lifetime, for
 

policy purposes, is 300 years.
 

Four, CO2 is so potent, that the
 

atmospheric heating effect is greater than the energy
 

content of the coal. Using atmospheric data, one can
 

compute that the atmospheric heating effect is nearly
 

three times as great as the energy content of the
 

coal. And this is just in the year in which
 

combustion occurs.
 

Five, since CO2 remains in the atmosphere
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for 300 years, the atmospheric heating effect is over
 

800 times as great as the energy content of the coal.
 

Six, when the atmospheric heating effect is
 

considered, the efficiency of new coal-burning power
 

plants is less than one percent. A new coal power
 

plant operates at 40 percent efficiency. But when
 

the atmospheric heating effect is considered as well,
 

efficiency drops to 0.05 percent.
 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.
 

SPEAKER 12: Okay. My name is Mark Smith.
 

I live in Eco Park Resort, Mount St. Helens.
 

And my comments are that I would like to
 

urge both Ecology, Cowlitz County, and the Corps of
 

Engineers to be fair in the process and make sure
 

that it is an equal process that we have offered
 

before to other companies in their development, and
 

that we are not putting extra rules or regulations or
 

concerns based on the commodity that this company is
 

looking to using, as coal.
 

We have to be very careful not to
 

discriminate against businesses, no matter what they
 

do. And that we look at every operation equally.
 

And we do not put restraints because of opinions.
 

And look at the facts, and base the facts on the
 

operation.
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And while there is a lot of heated concerns
 

and feelings in a lot of different ways, when you
 

look at the industrial sections of Cowlitz County
 

with already the mercury emissions in the rivers,
 

the -- the dismiss of the pulp mills, all of the
 

industry we have, is coal aiding and abetting it, or
 

just does it fit in, I guess is my point.
 

And that it's not based on any illegal
 

action. You know, this is a permitted commodity.
 

It's used around the world. It's mined legally now.
 

And as long as we use our best safeguards and
 

judgments, that we do proceed to review it in that
 

manner.
 

The other thing would be nice, if Ecology
 

and the Corps would look at compensating the small
 

community of Cowlitz County for its added expenses,
 

traveling to these five other locations for hearings.
 

End of story. Thank you.
 

SPEAKER 13: I want to speak for the fish
 

in the rivers, and the animals in the forest, and the
 

birds in the sky. My husband -- we moved down here
 

to retire, because he wants to fish at Willow Grove,
 

which is right downstream, probably a mile or more,
 

maybe, from where this terminal wants to go in.
 

The river's already polluted, too polluted.
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The salmon are almost extinct. They're gone. They
 

aren't going to save them, unless people do
 

something.
 

So I wanted to speak for all those things.
 

So far, everybody just talks about jobs and stuff.
 

They don't think beyond themselves.
 

SPEAKER 14: Millennium, I just have one
 

thing I'd like to say. Just put your coal where the
 

sun doesn't shine. I've been wanting to get that off
 

my chest.
 

Thank you.
 

SPEAKER 15: My name is Donna Daniel. I
 

live in St. John's, a suburb -- a northern suburb of
 

Portland. And we in our community have a low
 

inversion area. And that means that our air
 

quality's already very poor there.
 

So in our elementary school, many of the
 

kids have asthma. Asthma kills kids. I know people
 

want jobs. But surely, people don't want a job that
 

would contribute to the death of a little child.
 

If the coal trains go through our area, as
 

well as all the problems we're having with our air
 

already, that just -- I mean, children will die.
 

I just -- I can't understand why a
 

corporation could be so greedy to be willing to
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poison its own people, like Asad did in Syria. I
 

want the coal train idea to stop now.
 

SPEAKER 16: My name is Marianne Von Ende.
 

I'm a senior living in Ryderwood, Washington. We are
 

a 55-plus community in the logging area in northern
 

Cowlitz County.
 

My most urgent concern regarding the
 

train -- additional train traffic and congestion at
 

the intersections is the time it will take to get
 

over a crossing.
 

We have approximately 13 to 19 emergency
 

vehicles a year come to our community. And being
 

able to sit at a railroad track in the back of an
 

ambulance doesn't thrill me. So I believe this is a
 

really -- a serious life-and-death situation, if we
 

have a tremendous amount of train traffic.
 

And they're long trains. That means
 

somebody is going to be very inconvenienced, and it
 

could very well cause someone delayed to a hospital,
 

which could be life-threatening.
 

Also, emergency vehicles getting to our
 

community have to go across that railroad track.
 

Fire engines -- I wouldn't want it to be my house
 

burning down and have the fire engine tell me, We had
 

to wait at the railroad crossing, or we could have
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been here sooner.
 

Would you want a loved one in that
 

situation? I would hope not.
 

We're asking that we vote no on this coal.
 

That further exploration be done before any decisions
 

are made. But we are asking for a no vote.
 

Thank you.
 

SPEAKER 17: Well, I'm a lifelong resident
 

of the area. And I think the history of this
 

community has been exporting, through the docks,
 

wheat, which is a renewable resource, very much so.
 

Logs, which started sort of a stripping and
 

shipping nature, if you look at the hills. They're
 

quite bare. That's very slow to renew.
 

Coal export would be exporting of a
 

resource that is made of a finite amount, that cannot
 

be renewed. If our country was to need it later for
 

something and find clean ways to use it, it won't be
 

there. We would have given it away to another
 

country.
 

I've lived with three generations of my
 

family who were dock workers, union dock workers.
 

And all have died, or are dying at the present time
 

from lung disease. Something to keep in mind.
 

I'm very supportive of unions and the
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longshore union. But as I said, I think we need to
 

do the best use of property and the setting along the
 

river, as was previously -- that area was previously
 

a substantial asset to our economy.
 

Production of a product by local workers,
 

hopefully union, is something to be desired. Export
 

of such finished product is also -- would also create
 

many jobs.
 

Clean industry of the future, not the sooty
 

past. That's just another comment to add.
 

Longview has a reputation of being a smelly
 

and polluted already. I've had people from the
 

Seattle area make very derogatory remarks about us.
 

And it's hard for me to tell them different.
 

Temporary jobs, such as are being created
 

by construction -- which is a wonderful creation.
 

But any factory that's put there would be constructed
 

by construction workers. Anything that's exported
 

would be using the maritime system.
 

But temporary jobs that don't follow
 

through with family wage jobs creating product will
 

not sustain our schools or sustain our community.
 

And the long range is important.
 

I also will tack on that I know that we
 

have very, very high incidence of allergies, high
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incidence of smoking in this town. It all relates to
 

our air quality and people's attitude about it. And
 

I have no one in my family who doesn't have breathing
 

problems of some sort.
 

Thank you.
 

SPEAKER 18: Okay. My name's Jeremy
 

Ginsberg. I live near the Willamette River, the
 

southern Willamette River in Portland. And I am
 

here -- I didn't hear about this until Friday, and I
 

went through some stuff. I, you know, canceled two
 

doctors' appointments to make the bus. And I thought
 

it was hideously, poorly organized by the people that
 

got me up here.
 

But I thought it was rather poorly
 

organized by the government to -- I needed some more
 

reminder of the fact that they were about to do this.
 

I believe we've passed 350 parts per
 

billion, and we're going to hit 400 this year. The
 

global temperature is up one percent. When the
 

global temperature raises one percent -- this
 

material's available in a free paper -- dollar paper.
 

It's called Street Roots, that homeless people in
 

Portland sell to support themselves.
 

And about ten days ago, I -- the guy
 

started on the 350 -- not someone I'm a fan of
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generally, but I'm impressed with. Anyway, he had an
 

amazing interview there.
 

And the key facts that I gleaned, that I
 

can recall, were, with the one percent rise of global
 

temperature that we've already had -- it's somewhere
 

between one and two already. If you are a
 

subsistence farmer, which means, you know, growing
 

food to feed yourself or perhaps two other families,
 

your difficulty in performing -- your owner is
 

physical labor outside.
 

Basically, they're doing -- they can do
 

about 90 percent as much work as you could before the
 

temperature went up one more degree. And as it goes
 

up another degree, which we're partway there -- and I
 

forget the exact -- it's fairly soon. This year,
 

next year, whatever, we'll be up a second degree.
 

I mean, the New York City subway system
 

flooded during Hurricane Sandy. And anybody who
 

argues that this is a matter of scientific debate is,
 

I think, you know, a -- a delusional and/or stupid
 

and/or venal.
 

Most of the aggressive promotion of the
 

idea of the climate change is still to be debated.
 

It's coming from the venal faction, you know, people
 

that make money. People that hold -- you know, there
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is -- there's multi-billions of dollars to be made
 

now. After they pull this shit out, they've got to
 

do something with it.
 

But I heard today -- I had no clue that I
 

was looking at 200 goddamn fucking trains coming
 

through Portland, you know, with -- you know, I have
 

permanent respiratory damage from -- at birth from my
 

mother being a chain smoker. And I didn't do myself
 

any good for the years that I smoked. And I've
 

got -- been seeded with chronic bronchitis.
 

And I live in a climate perhaps that's not
 

great for me. And I cannot handle coal trains coming
 

through. It's just ludicrous and poisonous. And I
 

want to find out where those trains are.
 

I mean, I cross on my bicycle. I'm a
 

daily, all-weather cyclist. I'm 61 years old. And
 

most people at my age with my injuries and my money,
 

I could buy a Rolls Royce, and I'm riding a bike
 

every day. And God damn it, I don't want to wait for
 

a coal train so that I can cross the railroad tracks,
 

even if it was safe. Which it cannot be. It
 

cannot -- they cannot secure the dust from flying
 

into my lungs.
 

And I'm enraged this is going on. I was
 

not aware that 350.org has been as successful as it's
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been already. They've had multiple demonstrations
 

with multiples of thousands of people. They're
 

looking at 350 demonstrations a year, one a day. And
 

I don't know if they're making that yet.
 

And this is -- this is -- you know, we go
 

to demonstrations all the time. But this is the
 

first time I broke two doctors' appointments and got
 

on a bus. And I'm missing an important movie
 

tonight.
 

And thank you for listening.
 

SPEAKER 19: Hello. My name is Chris Hill.
 

Thank you for allowing me to speak today. I will be
 

brief.
 

First to the Cowlitz County Commissioners,
 

my wife and I retired to Longview from Seattle about
 

seven years ago, because we loved the town and its
 

proximity to the ocean and mountains and two major
 

cities. Like many of my generation, I am blessed to
 

have a good pension. So in essence, I brought the
 

equivalent of a job to Longview.
 

Millennium says it will create 130
 

full-time jobs at its proposed export terminal. If
 

Longview becomes known as the town with the largest
 

coal export terminal in North America, you can bet
 

that many retirees, like myself, will take our jobs
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elsewhere, probably resulting in a net loss of jobs
 

for the county, second to Ecology.
 

Millennium says it will develop a wind
 

forecasting system for wetting the pile of coal. As
 

an atmospheric scientist, I have been involved in
 

developing, applying and evaluating weather
 

forecasting techniques for over 40 years.
 

Since dispersion of coal dust,
 

specifically, PM 2.5 particulates, is especially
 

important, such a wind forecasting system is critical
 

to eliminating coal dust contamination in our
 

community, and in the Columbia River.
 

From experience, I personally believe such
 

a forecast system will not be acceptably effective.
 

If Millennium has a system, it should be verified
 

against independent historical data prior to their
 

being granted a permit to operate, not after approval
 

is given.
 

Thanks for your serious attention to these
 

matters.
 

SPEAKER 20: I'm Tom Barron -- B-A-R-R-O-N.
 

I think the coal trains, which means the
 

terminal, would totally decimate the Columbia River
 

Gorge. The quantity of trains, the potential for
 

accidents, cannot be a safe way of enhancing the
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Gorge.
 

Just a few months back there was a small
 

earthquake -- or landslide -- a small landslide in
 

the Vancouver area. Seven railroad cars were tipped
 

over. If those had been coal cars, guess what?
 

New jobs -- once they build the terminal,
 

it's going to take very few people to operate it.
 

That will be nullified by the number of tourist jobs
 

lost in the Gorge, restaurants, gas stations, bed and
 

breakfasts. Nobody's going to come here as a tourist
 

with this kind of coal program going on.
 

I'm not real convinced Enron -- or Ambre,
 

whatever the name of the place is -- is honest in the
 

first place. They have been caught misrepresenting
 

the facts in the past. Whatever they tell us now,
 

I'm not sure I would trust.
 

Getting stuck with a program ahead of time
 

is not a good idea. By the program not turning out
 

the way they promised it would be just adds to more
 

destruction in the Gorge. It's a beautiful, crazy
 

Columbia River Gorge.
 

And all of this, for the private profit of
 

a company that, so far, is always bankrupt. Why
 

should we suffer the decimation of the Columbia River
 

Gorge on behalf of private dollars? Period.
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I'm done.
 

SPEAKER 21: Well, I just came to say that
 

as a person who lives both in Montana and in Oregon
 

and in Washington sometimes, one of my concerns was
 

the connectivity of -- and the effect that the
 

pipe -- the coal trains and the mining will have on
 

the water system. Because the aquifers are
 

connected.
 

And from my reading that I've done about
 

Pennsylvania, I've discovered that it's not just the
 

fact that they're -- they're forcing things into the
 

water. But it's all the wastewater treatment that's
 

such a huge concern.
 

I don't want people in Montana or Oregon to
 

have their wells exploding, and to have their water
 

catch fire, though it has in Pennsylvania.
 

So in Montana the -- starting with fracking
 

and -- the fracking has disrupted the aquifers there.
 

It has tainted the wells. Otter Creek has been under
 

siege for the past 25 years from different companies
 

wanting to mine the coal there.
 

And it's been stopped over and over again,
 

because it's so remote. And the extraction of the
 

coal is so devastating that people are -- have never
 

been able to make the case that it's a good
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investment. And it's still an unfunded investment.
 

So the water that's -- that comes from
 

Montana, and that flows down into the headwaters,
 

both east and west, the other thing that happens is
 

the coal trains travel on the railroads, which also,
 

just like the water, follow the lowest point. So
 

they go right next to the streambeds. They go next
 

to the rivers.
 

They -- the dust and the accidents, all
 

those things will affect them adversely. Columbia
 

Riverkeepers has a great piece of research that
 

people can look for online that talks about just the
 

simple experiments they've done to calibrate the
 

amount of dust and the amount of pollutants that are
 

falling off the tracks into the river. They've been
 

keeping track on a weekly basis for over three years
 

now. So that's part of it.
 

The other part is -- so that was -- the
 

other part is all of this, especially the coal
 

trains, are based on the idea that eminent domain
 

trumps anything else.
 

The fact that you have been 100 years on
 

one site, one family, means nothing, if the coal
 

train decides that they need to go through your
 

property. They can go through you, put their lines
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through, divide your ranch in half.
 

And you then have huge difficulty moving
 

your stock. You have difficulty moving your
 

equipment. And it's -- there's no -- there's no
 

remedy. There's no payback. There's no
 

compensation.
 

All right. Thank you.
 

SPEAKER 22: Okay. Thank you for letting
 

me speak today. I am disappointed by the diminished
 

scope of the Army Corps of Engineer's study of the
 

Millennium Bulk Terminal.
 

What if all studies were this limited?
 

What if the Washington, D.C. police force only
 

studied the criminal evidence within one mile of the
 

Navy Yard site of yesterday's tragic massacre?
 

Everything we do has impacts that ripple
 

out in all directions. How can the Army Corps not
 

investigate the impacts of coal beyond a one-mile
 

radius?
 

Everyone knows about the serious impacts of
 

coal. The American Lung Association has determined
 

that coal-fired plant emissions are directly linked
 

to lung cancer and other respiratory diseases.
 

What justification can the Army Corps give
 

for not investigating the long-term, long-range, and
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long-distance -- long-distance effects of the
 

proposed Millennium Bulk Terminal?
 

Coal is toxin-loaded. Its impacts are
 

disrupting our climate. It's the responsibility of
 

federal agencies to protect the public, not assist
 

the wishes of the coal industry.
 

Thank you. Also, my name is Bonnie
 

McKinley. Thank you.
 

(The afternoon comments session concluded at
 

4:30 p.m.)
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C E R T I F I C A T E
 

I, Sinead R. Wilder, a Certified Court
 

Reporter for Washington, pursuant to RCW 5.28.010
 

authorized to administer oaths and affirmations in and
 

for the State of Washington, do hereby certify that,
 

at said time and place set forth in the caption
 

hereof, I reported in Stenotype all testimony adduced
 

and other oral proceedings had in the foregoing
 

matter; that thereafter my notes were reduced to
 

typewriting under my direction pursuant to Washington
 

Administrative Code 308-14-135, the transcript
 

preparation format guidelines; and that the foregoing
 

transcript, pages 1 through 38, both inclusive,
 

constitutes a full, true and accurate record of all
 

such testimony adduced and oral proceedings had, and
 

of the whole thereof.
 

Witness my hand and CCR stamp at Vancouver,
 

Washington, this 20th of September, 2013.
 

SINEAD R. WILDER
 
Certified Court Reporter
 
Certificate No. 3227
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