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November 17, 2013

MBTL Coal Export Terminal EIS
C/O ICF International
710 Second Avenue Suite 550
Seattle, WA  98104

The proposed Millennium Bulk Terminal Longview LLC is a very large project that has the potential to disrupt commerce in the Northwest for the delivery of western United States Coal (48,510,000 Tons Per Year) to Pacific Rim Markets.

I attended the public meeting in Ridgefield Washington on October 9, 2013 and I am expressing my views only as a private citizen and not affiliated to any organization or special interest group either for or against the proposed Millennium Bulk Terminal Longview LLC Project. My background as a Bachelor of Science in Chemical Engineering and several courses towards a Masters of Engineering Degree offers credibility to my comments.

I have over 35 years of industrial experience working in the natural gas business as an Environmental Engineer, Process Engineer, Safety Engineer as well as a management position responsible for a workforce of 115 employees. As a Registered Professional Engineer in the State of Texas, I am recognized by my peers to uphold the codes and regulations of engineering. 

I offer these comments on the proposed Millennium Bulk Terminal Longview LLC Project. 


Sincerely, 


William A. Brake P.E.
3407 NW 116th Way
Vancouver, WA  98685
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Millennium Bulk Terminal Longview Washington Coal Exports
CURRENT MILLENNIUM LONGVIEW WASHINGTON FACILITY 
· 100,000 Short Tons Per Year Western US Coal
· 9 Unit Trains per Year of 110 Rail Cars Each at 102 Tons per Rail Car = 100,980 Short Tons Per Year
· 0.17 Unit Trains per Week of 110 Rail Cars Each at 102 Tons per Rail Car
· 990 Rail Cars per Year 
· 37 Full Time Employees
PROPOSED PROJECT FOR MILLENNIUM BULK TERMINAL LONGVIEW LLC
· 48,510,000 Short Tons Per Year Western US Coal
· 4,323 Unit Trains per Year of 110 Rail Cars Each at 102 Tons per Rail Car = 48,510,000 Tons Per Year
· 83.13 Unit Trains per Week of 110 Rail Cars Each at 102 Tons per Rail Car  
· 11.87 Unit Trains per Day of 110 Rail Cars Each at 102 Tons per Rail Car
· 475,530 Rail Cars per Year
· Projected 135 Full time Employees State of the Art Facility
COMPARISON TO CENTRALIA WASHINGTON POWER PLANT
· 1340 MW Capacity Coal Fired Power Generation
· 468 Unit Trains per Year of 110 Rail Cars Each at 102 Tons per Rail Car = 525,096 Short Tons per Year
· 9 Unit Trains per Week of 110 Rail Cars Each at 102 Tons per Rail Car = 100,980 Short Tons Per Week
· 51,480 Rail Cars per Year
· To be decommissioned in 2020 and 2025
SUMMERY
This Proposed Millennium Bulk Terminal Longview LLC Project is 480 times bigger than the current Longview operation and only has 3.6 times more employees to unload the coal product, store the coal on site and load into ships. It is also 9 times bigger than the Centralia Power Plant Coal unloading, storage and conveying to the power plant burner tip.  The manpower proposal for the Longview Terminal are unrealistic and need to be further evaluated.  




EIS seeks input for the following areas:
A reasonable range of alternatives for the proposals. 
· Emissions - Consider LNG or CNG for emission reductions for Train Locomotives as this is dedicated service with 4 units on west bound trains and 1 unit on east bound trains operating in the Columbia Gorge.
· Transportation -Consider the impact of one way rail car traffic on the Columbia River from Vancouver to Boardman Oregon with impact on both sides of the Columbia River in Washington and Oregon to utilize synergy to increase rail traffic with less delay. 
· Commerce - Consider the impact of the existing Centralia Power Plant coal resources being diverted to this project effective with the shutdown of the Centralia Power Plant Units # 1 and #2 in the year 2020 and 2025
· Commerce - Consider the impact of the decommissioning and sale of the Centralia Power Plant #1 and #2 to China in 2020 and 2025 if they are not modified to burn a more CO2 emission friendly fuel.
· Transportation – Evaluate “The Do Nothing Case” and if US Coal Reserves are under long term contracts to Pacific Rim countries (China) then send the unit trains of coal to Canada and let the Canadian citizens decide on when and where the coal export terminal will be. After several failed attempts on west coast ports of Los Angeles, Portland, Vancouver, Kalama, and Tacoma it is apparent that the US does not want to be in an increasing coal export business and placing the other commodities transported by rail at risk.
		
Potentially affected resources and the extent to which the EIS should analyze those resources. 
· Federal EIS - The change of this project from a state of Washington Environmental Review to a National ( Change from a SEPA to a NEPA)
· Environmental Review as it impacts Wyoming, Montana, Idaho, Washington, and Oregon
· Transportation – impact of loss of minimum 500 pounds of coal and coal dust per loaded rail car (118,882 Tons Per Year) Where does it go, Air, Land, River?
· Transportation – impact of loss of a minimum 100 pounds of coal and coal dust per empty rail car (23,776 Tons Per Year) Where does it go, Air, Land, River?
· Transportation – impact of side dump rail cars versus bottom dump to reduce losses
· Transportation – impact of BNSF Rail lines operating at a high 70 % now before considering additional requirements for  this project 
· Transportation – impact of rail lines as much as 106 years old on BNSF Washington rail lines. 
· Transportation – impact of 8 trains idling at the Longview Terminal (8 trains x 4 locomotives x 4400 HP each = Potential 140,800 HP at full load but operating parasitic loads only estimated at 10 % or 14,000 HP)
· Health  - impact of open vs closed top rail cars
· Health – impact of public located within one mile of rail line on either side 
· Health – impact of public schools in the rail line corridor within one mile of the BNSF tracks from the mine to the export terminal. 
· Ecology – impact of aquatic environments (Rivers and Stream tributaries) to coal and coal by products
· Emergency Response – impact of rail car accident and loss of product. BNSF estimates 99.9977% reliability of a rail car safely reaching its final destination.  This project implies the reverse and eleven rail cars per year will not reach the final destination safely. Are we prepared for this scenario? 
· Emergency Response – impact of locomotive accident and loss of 5,000 Gallons diesel per locomotive. The scenario of one locomotive accident a year and loss of the load of diesel fuel is plausible.
· Emergency Response – impact of public in areas accessible to only by grade crossings with extended wait times as much as 5 hours a day for the 9 loaded and 9 empty trains daily. 
· Fish and Wildlife – impact of migratory animals in unfenced areas to the increasing presence, noise, and safety of 18 unit trains daily.

Identifying significant unavoidable adverse impacts. 
· Transportation – impact of weather delays and rail cars stopped at unexpected locations 
· Commerce – impact of unit coal trains with minimal product values delaying commerce with values 500 times greater 

Measures to avoid, minimize and mitigate effects caused by the proposals
· None at this time
General Comments
· In 2003, One Million BTU of coal sold for $0.87 on average, compared to $4.41 for natural gas and $4.75 for crude oil.

· Who are the financial players in the export of US western coal reserves to Pacific Rim Countries
· Who are the environmental emission players in the export of US western coal reserves to Pacific Rim Countries
US Powder River Mine Operations – excavation and transport by vehicle or conveyer
Rail Car Loading at US Mine Site – dust suppression, conveyers
Rail Car Transportation from US Mine Site to Export Terminal – Unit Trains
Rail Car Unloading at Longview Terminal – dust suppression, conveyers 
Coal Stockpile at Longview Terminal – dust suppression, 
Ship Loading at Longview Terminal – conveyers, foreign country ballast water disposal
Safe Passage of Ship from Longview to Pacific Ocean – Cargo Ship Emissions
Ship Passage from the US West Coast to China Coast – Cargo Ship Emissions
Ship unloading and stockpile at China Port – dust suppression, conveyers, 
Transport of coal from Stockpile by rail or conveyer to burner tip – dust suppression, and conveyers
